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Hahei Beach house
by McCoy + Heine
Architects
• Coromandel •

Beside the sea – this house continues a longheld family tradition with the Coromandel coast.
Words by Andrew Paul Woods
Photography by Simon Devitt
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01 Designed by architect Tim
McCoy, this beach house can
accommodate a single family or a
group of 15.
02 The raked ceiling in the openplan living area, with its board
and batten treatment, echoes the
vertical shiplap exterior. A paredback colour palette creates a light
and airy interior.
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o have a house right on the beach is a
fantasy for many – a lifestyle of sun,
surf and sky, and only a few steps from
sand between your toes to the espresso
machine and a comfy chair. Such opportunities
are rare. At Hahei Beach on the Coromandel
Peninsula there are only a handful of such sites
and the McCoy + Heine Architects-designed
Flexman house occupies one of them. Owned by
the same family for decades, the original bach
was no longer suited to the growing family, who
wanted to keep a legacy for future generations
while continuing to build on a precious store of
family memories.
This presented the immediate difficulty
of how to accommodate six adults and nine
children holidaying together or a single family
on a site bordered by neighbours on three sides
and the public domain of the ocean as well.
The house needed to be flexible without taking
away from the magnificent view of the cove
all the way to the horizon. It had to be easily
shared between three families without everyone
tripping over each other. It had to showcase the
scenery without compromising privacy.
By designing the building as three distinct
volumes of varying heights, communal living
is balanced with private retreats, and the visual
impact to the public and neighbours using the
beach is minimised. By creating a visual rhythm
of depths and recesses around decks, the house
creates a kind of proscenium or stoa-like effect,
further creating a feeling of separation from
public and shared space without ignoring
its existence – thus the aspect is maximised
through a series of framed views while any
potential fishbowl effect is minimised, façades
softened, and shade provided.
Taking into account the wonderful summer
weather of the Coromandel coast, architect Tim
McCoy has designed a natural progression of
indoor and outdoor spaces that follow the sun
and views throughout the day and offer shelter
from the sea breeze in the afternoon. Passive
climate control keeps the building optimally
comfortable with a ventilation core that allows
the breeze to circulate from the centre of the
house to the upper levels in conjunction with
restricted opening floor level windows in the
bedrooms for 24-hour temperature control.
Befitting a coastal holiday home, the house
brings together a palette of neutral, natural
and low maintenance materials intended to
provide a light and airy environment. Very
much a building of High Modernist aesthetic
sensibilities and very fey PoMo trappings, this
house is Mid-Century Modern meets twentyfirst century Pacific living casual chic. It is an
effortless classic that will hold onto style and
good taste for generations to come.
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03 Across the hall from the
open-plan living area, the
sitting room is a small oasis
of solitude.
04 Dual sliding doors not only
keep the view to the fore, but
allow for a measure of wind
mitigation.
05 With nine children of various
ages, the bunkroom caters to
them all.
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Practice
McCoy + Heine Architects
PO Box 99756, Newmarket
Auckland 1149
09 280 3825
mccoyheine.co.nz
Practice profile
McCoy + Heine Architects are
a multidisciplinary practice
with experience in residential,
commercial, education and
community projects. A studiobased practice the approach to
each project no matter the size
or complexity is derived from the
belief that the best result will come
from a holistic approach to client
objectives, site parameters climate
and design excellence.
Project architect:
Tim McCoy
Builder
Percival Construction
Consultants
Engineer: Mitchell Vranjes
Consulting Engineers
Landscape designer:
Megan Tongue
Interior designer: Tomi Williams,
Indigo Design
Kitchen manufacturer:
Sharpe Kitchens
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Products
External walls: Vertical cedar
shiplap
Roofing: Membrane roofing on
ply substrate; Long-run Colorsteel
Ceiling: Gib
Internal walls: Gib; Villaboard by
James Hardie; tiles; wallpaper
Flooring: Oak floor boards with
grey wash finish; carpet; tiles
Windows and doors: Altherm;
APL Architectural and Metro Series’
Window and door hardware:
Halliday & Baillie
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06 Cedar shiplap cladding and
deep recesses create a
visually interesting façade.
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Ground floor plan

First floor plan
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First floor plan
First floor plan

Entry
Kitchen/Dining
Living
Sitting
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Courtyard
Bedroom
WC/Bathroom
Deck

07 61m2 of decking ensures
there’s ample room for
outdoor relaxing.
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Time schedule
Design and planning: 6 months
Construction: 9 months
Project areas
Site size: 868m2
Building area: 198m2 (house);
61m2 (decking)
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